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ffiid#j ",;#b' Hi*SilS11H"4^r-'alke€ re ry.ffitW' sD ffirczWEov ' - ln 2004, FWP said that the release of bison on public land would be ready by the time a quarantine rc.*4d

/'
t ay!{n submitting these statements and comments for the public 

lec1rO 
in re8arS$orienate Bill,

2{4, \ t6i.6 bans the placement of bison anywhere in Montana, except Moiese.

-B.tucellosis is not the issue. The bison to be relocated are disease free. They have been in quarantine for
years and each has been tested over 20 times. In addition, the program design says that they will stay

together in a secure area for another 5 years to continue the study. So what are the problems that are

so great that the quarantined bison that taxpayers have spent millions of dollars on, to ensure their
disease free state, now cannot be placed on public and tribal lands, which was the intent from the

beginning of the IBMP process. The permit from the National Park Service states the intent of the
plogram to !e tle establishment of [ison herds for tribaland publ'qland

pasture is i'eady. Now, 201i, there is no piacement. FWP was starting to look at future placement of
bison on public and tribal lands, and now this bill will slam the door on any placement. lt makes no sense

to have a successful quarantine/testing progratn thrown out because of this legislative action. lt is a

failure to not put bison on public and tribal lands, and that the public is not willing to accept. As you can

tell by the number of opponents to Senate Bill 144 failure is not an option. ,
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420 North 1O'n Ave.

Bozeman, MT 59715
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